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[i] Relation of what occurred in the Mission of the
Fathers of the Society of J E S U S among the

Hurons, inhabitants of a country of New
France, from the Summer of the year 1649

to the Summer of the year 16^0.
To Reverend Father CLAUDE DE LINGENDES, Provincial of the

Society of JESUS in the Province of France.

MY REVEREND FATHER,
PAX CHRIST I.

It is no longer from the country of the Hurons that
I send to your Reverence the Relation of what has happened
therein. The poor infant Church—[2] -which 'was seen,
a year ago, bathed in its own blood, trodden down by the
cruelty of the Iroquois, the enemies of God's name and of
the Faith — has since then undergone yet greater sufferings.
The larger number of our good Neophytes, -with some of
their Pastors, have followed through fire and flame the
steps of their predecessors, and now bear them company in
Heaven. A terrible famine, prevalent everywhere, has
ivrought desolation. We count over three thousand bap-
tized during the last year; but the dead outnumber those
who survive the ruin of their native Land. Reduced thus
to extremity, we found ourselves at last compelled to
relinquish a position that was no longer tenable, that we
might, at least, save those who remained. It was on the
tenth day of last June that we took our departure from
this land of Promise, which was to us a Paradise, and in
which death -would have been to us a thousand times more


